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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

Van Gent's 'Cabinet of Wonder' travels to Russia
Grand Valley art
professor Elona
Van Gent has long
had an interest in
juxtaposing 17thand 18th-century
Russian artifacts
with her own contemporary sculpture. This summer,
the Grand Rapids
artist will do just
that as her artwork
is exhibited in St.
Petersburg, Russia,
alongside the collections of Peter
the Great.

artist to be featured at the the museum, which, along with the city of St.
Petersburg, is celebrating its 300th anniversary this year.
The Peter the Great Museum houses artifacts and scientific specimens
collected by Tzar Peter the Great and other early Russians. The collections - made up of all manner of things odd or interesting, beautiful or
bizarre, natural or manmade - were placed in cabinets for display and
instruction, thus the name "cabinets of wonder."
Now, 300 years later, Van Gent has created her own "Cabinet of
Wonder," on permanent exhibit at the Steelcase Library in GVSU's
De Vos Center. Featured in the cabinet are what the artist calls "hybrid
monsters" - oddly-shaped, three-dimensional figures that she designs
digitally using a computer. The plastic and bronze sculptures are
high-tech, Van Gent pointed out, but they resemble toys or anatomical
anomalies such as those collected in cabinets in Russia hundreds of
years ago. Her St. Petersburg exhibit includes 29 sculptures and six
prints.

Van Gent's exhibition, "Artifacts and Art professor Elana Van Gent poses with some of
her sculptures. Van Gent's exhibit will be on display
Anomalies:
in Russja through August 1.
Cabinets of Wonder
and the Play of
Technology," opened June 27 at the Peter the Great Museum of
Anthropology and Ethnography and is on display through August 1.
Van Gent is only the second contemporary artist and the first American

"It puts a contemporary twist on the cabinets of wonder," Van Gent said.
"It's also a nice bridging of art and science. A sense of wonder and
inquiry is part of being an artist and scientist both."
The exhibit was initiated after Russian artists Olga and Alexander
Florensky exhibited their work at Grand Valley in 2001, and viewed
Van Gent's "Cabinet of Wonder." Van Gent and Henry Matthews,
director of Galleries and Collections at GVSU, traveled to St. Petersburg
to celebrate the exhibit opening.

···--------------------------

State aid increase would give tuition relief
Tuition rate hike would fall
under plan approved la-st week
Grand Valley students would benefit from a
legislative agreement signed June 25 in
Lansing.
A House/Senate conference committee agreed
to provide Grand Valley, the state's lowest
funded public university, with a significant
increase in its appropriation for the coming
academic year.
On June 13, the Board of Trustees approved a
tuition rate increase of $296 per semester,
based upon the executive budget proposal to
cut university funding by 10 percent. The
Conference Committee instead would provide
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Grand Valley with a $5 million increase over
the appropriation the university received a year
ago.
"The plan sets a basic floor of $3,900 per
student no matter what school they attend.
That policy benefits students here and throughout the state," President Mark A. Murray said
to students in the De Vos Center. "We will be
able to reduce our tuition increase for the fall
semester from $296 to $49 if the conference
report becomes law."
Photo by Heidi Noorman

President Mark A. Murray talks to students
and media members in the DeVos Center on
June 26 about a plan from state lawmakers
that would lower the tuition rate hike.
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Across Campus
FTLC hosts teaching portfolio workshop
One participant in the first Teaching Portfolio Workshop joked that his
completed portfolio was similar to contemporary art.
"When you see a piece of modem art, you ask yourself, 'What is this?"
said Guenter Tosch, associate professor of computer science and information systems. "Then you read the description and it makes sense."
Tosch and 17 other faculty members participated in the four-day workshop, sponsored by the Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning Center, that
ended June 19. By working with a mentor and in groups, they developed
portfolios that document teaching strengths and accomplishments.

William Morison, visiting history professor, said his portfolio "helps me put
my work into context and focus on what I want to achieve in my classes."
Monica De Vanas, director of the Center for Teaching Excellence at
Rutgers University, was the keynote speaker and spoke about the value of
portfolios. Catherine Frerichs, FTLC director, said she hopes to offer the
workshop annually.

Grand Valley names executive director
of Grand Rapids SmartZone
Grand Valley stands at the cutting edge of burgeoning biotechnology
industry with its Grand Rapids SmartZone, which will be housed in the
new Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences. The university has named
Matthew Dugener as executive director of the SmartZone.
Dugener had served as the managing director of the Michigan Economic
Development Corporation's targeted community initiatives unit. Part of
that position included working as statewide director of the entire
SmartZone program. As a result, Dugener has already worked closely
with the development of the Grand Rapids SmartZone.
"Matt has the ability and vision to help advance Grand Valley's work in
forward-looking research and technology development," said Provost
Gayle Davis.
Prior to his position with the MEDC, he was the business development
specialist for the city of Muskegon's department of planning and economic development. In that capacity, he worked closely with Grand Valley on
the development of the Muskegon SmartZone.

Photo by Heidi Noorman

FTLC assistant director Ron Garrett, second from right, leads a discussion group during a workshop designed to build teaching portfolios.
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Dugener earned a bachelor's degree in public administration from Central
Michigan University and a master's degree in urban planning and economic development from Michigan State University.

···-------------------------Hauenstein Center gets new leader
Grand Valley has named distinguished scholar and
presidential historian Gleaves Whitney as the new
director of the Hauenstein Center for Presidential
Studies. Many in Michigan will remember Whitney
for his 11 years as chief historian and speechwriter
for former Gov. John Engler's administration. The
Fulbright Scholar is an author and editor who is
currently finishing three book contracts, two on
American presidents.

lication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

In 1998, Engler commissioned Whitney to serve as
the series editor of six volumes of gubernatorial
addresses. Whitney also oversaw the transition of
Engler's gubernatorial and political archives to a permanent home at the University of Michigan. In
2001 , he helped establish the new Michigan
Department of History, Arts and Libraries.

GVNOW

Whitney has taught at the University of Michigan,
Colorado State University and, as part of the
Fulbright Exchange Program, at a college preparatory
school in Germany. He currently serves on the
Michigan Humanities Council and the State
Historical Records Advisory Board.

www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution.

Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online pub-

Patricia Oldt, vice president for Planning and Equity,
said: "We are so pleased to have attracted so many
outstanding candidates. Gleaves Whitney brings a
unique perspective from his years in the political
arena and academia. He has an amazing network
from his scholarship and his work that will prove to

be invaluable as we move
the Hauenstein Center
forward in its mission."
The Hauenstein Center for
Presidential Studies was
established in 2001 with a
gift from former Army
colonel and retired Grand
Rapids businessman Ralph
Hauenstein. Its mission is to
add to the understanding of
Gleaves Whitney
the U.S. presidency among
scholars, governmental leaders and the general public.
"The Hauenstein Center has tremendous potential,
and it's an honor to be asked to lead it," said
Whitney. "There is hardly a more important subject
than the U.S. presidency, arguably the most important institution in our nation, and one of the most
important in the world.
"Over the past few weeks, I have benefited from
lively conversations with Mr. Ralph Hauenstein,
President Murray, other university leaders and
faculty, and friends at the Gerald R. Ford Library
and Museum. What comes through again and again
is an impressive commitment to the center. There
are exciting projects and programs to launch, and I
cannot wait to begin."
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Across Campus
Participants do not need to have children, pets, or be married. Their time
commitment to the program can vary with their schedules.

Landscape show and tell

For more information, contact Annie Heavener at the Padnos International
Center at x13898 or by e-mail at heavenean@gvsu.edu.

Delapa joins Career Services office
The newest member of the Career Services department will be a good
example for students seeking jobs.
Gina DeLapa said she set a goal to find a job
before completing her master's degree in April.
She did - with 11 days to spare. DeLapa was
finishing a master's degree in counseling at the
University of San Diego when she accepted the
position as assistant director.

Photo by Heidi Noorman

Employees of Grand Valley's grounds department hosted their counterparts at Ferris State for a tour of the Allendale campus. Their visit
included stops at the Alumni House, Lubbers Stadium, the
Shakespeare and Japanese Gardens and the Zumberge Pond area.

1

Heart of university
receives $1 million gift

1

Mary Ann Keeler and her late husband Mike have shown their generosity
and their faith in Grand Valley by giving a $1 million gift to the future
library project.

After receiving a bachelor's degree in advertising from Michigan State, DeLapa worked as a
copywriter and freelance writer who specialized
in finance and business. She also wrote a book,
40l(k) Success Stories, in 2001.

Gina DeLapa

"I look forward to working with students and helping them succeed in
their job and career searches," she said.
The academic majors DeLapa will be responsible for include social work,
art and design, sociology, writing and communications.

Addressing the nursing shortage

The couple's gift is the first major piece to the improvement plan of the
library facilities on the Allendale Campus. The university has not begun
its formal campaign for this project, but the Keelers, longtime area and
Grand Valley benefactors, believe in the benefits a library 's resources
bring to a community.
"We are becoming a city of learning," said Mary Ann Keeler. "We see an
immense impact on the west side of our state through this university.
Mike and I have already supported important libraries in this community,
and we see the university library as very critical to the growth of education ."
Mike and Mary Ann Keeler were among new inductees into the Grand
Valley State University Hall and recognized at the GVU Foundation
Enrichment Dinner on June 10.
"The library is at the heart of any great university," said President Mark
A. Murray. "We see this project as vital, both for serving an increasingly
sophisticated community in the age of information and for continuing to
enhance the value of a Grand Valley education."

Photo by Heidi Noorman

Provost Gayle Davis gives
the welcoming address to
area nurses on June 18 at
the Nursing Summit, sponsored by the Alliance for
Health and held in the
Eberhard Center. About 90
nurses from West Michigan
gathered to discuss the
nursing shortage and ways
to solve it.

Nursing poster presentation

In 1969, when the current central library in Allendale was built, it served
a Grand Valley enrollment of 2,000 students. Today, with an enrollment of
more than 20,000, the library lacks adequate learning and support spaces
and appropriate access to growing collections. University leadership is in
the early stages of planning for this facility, which is expected to require a
combination of public and private support for completion.

Host families wanted for
international students
The community of international students at Grand Valley continues to
grow. More than 80 new students are expected for the 2003-04 academic
year.
Photo courtesy of Ron Perkins

The Padnos International Center is seeking host families for these students. The Host Family Program matches new international students with
local families who will help provide emotional, social, and academic support. Host families do not house students; they will live on-campus.

Gayla Jewell, assistant professor of nursing, talks with a student
about her poster during a NUR451 class project that captures
patients complexities. Jewell and two other faculty members,
Sharon Leder and Cynthia Coviak, served as evaluators.
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Gayla Jewel, assistant professor of nursing, was
interviewed by WGVU Radio about wellness
issues.
Claudia Wojciakowski, director of Community
Outreach for the School of Education, was
interviewed by WGVU Radio about K-12 school
counselors.
Gordon Alderink, assistant professor of health
professions, was interviewed by WGVU Radio
about moving into the Cook-De Vos Center for
Health Sciences.
Steven Hecht, assistant professor of biomedical
and health science, was interviewed by WGVU
Radio about outbreaks of monkeypox.
Joel J. Orosz, distinguished professor of philanthropy, was interviewed by Detroit Free Press
about Edsel Ford's philanthropy that allowed
Diego Rivera to paint "The Detroit Industry
Murals" at the Detroit Institute of Arts.
Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a
"Sketch" to the Forum,forum@gvsu.edu.

Sketches
Steve Glass, associate professor of movement
science, gave two presentations, "Effect of Pedal
Cadence on Electromyographic and Ventilatory
Threshold" and "Endorsement and Accreditation
of Exercise Science Programs Nationally," at the
annual meeting of the American College of
Spmts Medicine in San Francisco.

Patricia L. Bloem, assistant professor of
English, presented a series of workshops in
Guatemala for teachers as part of the
International Reading and Writing for Critical
Thinking Project. She also was a keynote speaker at the Spring Conference of the Guatemalan
'
Reading Association.
David Stark, assistant professor of history,
presented a paper at the annual Conference of
the Association of Caribbean Historians, held at
the University of Puerto Rico in Rio Piedras,
Puerto Rico.
Randall Doyle, visiting assistant professor of
history, was a visiting scholar in the History
Department at the University of Tasmania in
Australia. His historical project is "The Green
Wave: The Historical Origins and Progression of
the Tasmanian Green Party Since 1972."
Liang Lou, assistant professor of psychology,
presented a paper, titled "The Role of Voluntary
Attention in Chromatic Infusion of Afterimages,"
at the seventh annual Conference of the
Association for the Scientific Study of
Consciousness in Memphis.
Carol Sanchez, associate professor of management, and Jeff Meyer, executive director of the
Van Andel Global Trade Center, were awarded a
two-year competitive grant of $161,000 from the
U.S. Department of Education for international
business education and outreach programs at
GVSU and in West Michigan.
Bopi Biddanda, assistant professor at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, wrote an article, titled
"Enhancement of dissolved organic matter

bioavailability by sunlight and its role in the carbon cycle of lakes Superior and Michigan," that
was published in the Journal of Great Lakes
Research.
Thomas Herzog, professor of psychology, coauthored a paper, titled "Typicality and
Preference for Positively and Negatively Valued
Environmental Settings," which was published in
the Journal of Environmental Psychology.
Laurie Witucki, assistant professor of chemistry, presented a paper, titled "Synthesis of 3Amino Quinazolinones as Potential Tyrosine
Kinase Inhibitors," at the 38th National Organic
Symposium held at Indiana University in
Bloomington.
Edward Baum, assistant professor of chemistry,
presented a paper, titled "Chemical Reactions of
Common Substances: A Guided-Inquiry
Experiment," at the 10th annual meeting of
MADCP.
Peimin Ni, professor of philosophy, presented
three papers at national conferences: "Revive the
Lost Scholarship for the Sake of World
Harmony," at Asian Studies Development
Program 's Ninth Annual National Conference in
Scottsdale, Arizona; "The Heart-Mind at Ease: A
Confucian Response to the Reid-Plantinga
Approach to the Knowledge of the Ultimate," at
the American Philosophical Association Central
Division meeting in Cleveland, Ohio; and
"Confucianism and Democracy: Water and Fire?
Water and Oil? Or Water and Fish?" at the
Society for Asian and Comparative Philosophy
Conference at Pacific Grove, California.

---------------------------•••--------------------------What's Ahead
Carillon concerts continue through summer
Cook Carillon Concerts
Sundays at 8 p.m. • June 22-August 17
Allendale Campus

Allendale Township teams up with Grand Valley
State University to celebrate Independence Day
- and the national championship Lakers with a parade on the Allendale Campus.

July 6: Gert Oldenbeuving, the Netherlands
July 13: Jeremy Chesman, Southwest Missouri State
University
July 20: John Hammond, The University of the South
(Sewanee, Tenn.)
July 27: Carl Van Eyndhoven, Belgium
Aug. 3: Ray McLellan, Michigan State University
Aug. 10: Janet Tebbe!, USA
Aug. 17: Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, GVSU

Football coach Brian Kelly will be the parade
marshal. Kelly led the Lakers to the NCAA
Division II football national championship in
2002. Michigan state and U.S. representatives
will also be in attendance, as well as marching
bands, area schools and civic organizations.
The parade will begin at 10 a.m. in parking lot D
and proceeds to parking lot K at the south side
of campus. A fly-over of military aircraft is
planned during the parade.

Beckering Family Carillon Concerts
Wednesdays at noon • June 25-July 30
Pew Grand Rapids Campus
July
July
July
July
July

2: Ray McLellan, Michigan State University
9: Gert Oldenbeuving, the Netherlands
16: Rosemary Laing, Canada
23: John Hammond, USA
30: Carl Van Eyndhoven, Belgium

Township July 4 parade
will feature Kelly

The International Concert Series
on Grand Valley's two carillons
will continue throughout the
summer. Featured are carillonneurs from the United States and
Europe. All performances are
free. Call x13484 for information.

University carilloneur Julianne Vanden
Wyngaard will play the Cook Carillon Tower
from 9:30-10 a.m. and again at 2 p.m. for an
Independence Day recital of patriotic music.

